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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


MEDITATIONS ON MATTHEW iv, 
I—11. NO. 2. 


“Then the devil taketh him uf 
into the holy city, and setteth him 
ona frinnacle of the temple; and 
saith unto him, If thou be the Son 
of God, cast thyself down: for it 
is written, He shall give his an- 
gels charge concerning thee; and 
in their hands they shalt bear thee 
uf, lest at any time thou dash thy 
foot against a stone, Jegus said 
unto him, dt is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God. Matt. iv, 5, 6, 7. 


Tue tempter, failing in his first 
attempt, through the confidence 
ef Christ in the Father, now art- 
fully grounds his temptation on 
that very confidence; and since 
he had been foiled by Scripture, 
he would take that, too, to favor 
his purposcs. 

Being permitted to place our 
Lord on a pinnacle of the tem- 
ple, he urges him, by an imper- 
fect quotation from the = xci 
Psalm, to cast himself down. 
Such an act would have been 
tempting God, by a vain and pre- 
sumptuous reliance on his prom- 
SCs in a Case to which it did not 
extend But our Savior prompt- 
ly deteated this temptation, also, 
by an appropriate passage of 
“cvipture. (Deut. vi, 16.) 


Vou. XI, . Ao* 


Here we may observe 

1. That, through his subtlety, 
the tempter often endeavors to 
lead men, who have forsaken 
certain sins, into sins of an op- 
posite kind. By sucha course, 
he comes ona side where he is 
not expected, where there is no 
guard; and consequently, his 
wiles are too olten successful, 
before they are discovered. It 
is probably, in no small] degree, 
owing to his influence, that men 
so {frequently pass from one ex- 
treme to another, and are 60 
prone to excess. 

The prodigal sometimes be- 
comes a miser,the devotee tc 
expensive gratifications a closc- 
handed worshipper of mammon. 
Let the extravagant and jndo- 
lent and voluptuous abandon 
their vices; let them not, howev- 
ci, become parsimoniously cov- 
etous; but by indusiry, frugality, 
and temperance, support an hos- 
pitable, humane, and pious lib- 
erality. The miser, on the oth- 
er side, seldom turns prodigal; 
some rapacious and covetous 
men, however, at the clese of 
lite have given Jarge donatiot 
to procure fame, or 
the tavor of Heaven. Let the 
unjust and peburious accummu- 
later repent, make reparation 
where he can, and dispose of hig 
treasures In a wise and piov: 
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manner; but let him never think 
of purchasing a name with his 
wealth; nor deceive his soul, by 
supposing that any appropriation 
of it can atone for his sins. For 
pardon let him trust only in the 
Lamb of God. 

How often do persons, who 
change their opinions on tem- 
poral subjects, especially if ar- 
dent and unprincipled, go from 
one extreme to the opposite. 
Some selfish motive gives a new 
turn to their views and preju- 
dices, and induces them to ex- 
change their party for another. 
They now indiscriminately con- 
demn, with great violence, the 
very men and measures, that 
they recently approved. When 
their change is not the result of 
conviction and conscience, they 
generally become the most con- 
tentious partizans. They en- 
dcavor to justify chemselves, and 
to acquire the confidence and fa- 
vor of their new associates, by 
uncommon zeal in their cause. 

In religion, apostates have 
evcr been the most inveterate 
opposers of true Christians. 
Proselytes to a sect, generally 
luy the most stress on their pe- 
cullar sentiments, and are most 
warm and bitter in opposing 
those, which they formerly held. 
When persons, bred in strict 
orthodoxy, become unseitled 
and skeptical, they very often 
proceed, from step to step, to 
the very confines of infidelity, if 
they pass not into its regions. 
Such persons, also, are general- 
ly more bold and vehement in 
opposition to the truth, and in 
exeruons to maintain and prop- 
agate error, than those, who have 
never been orthodox. 

Men sometimes, also, pass 
from loose opinions and Jativudi- 
narian principles into the oppo- 


site extreme, and become tog 
rigid and intolerant. Desiroys 
to getas far as possible from 
their former errors, they seem 
not to be aware, that they may 
err on the right side by carrying 
some points too far; that they 
May give some doctrines and 
duties, because newly embraced, 
a disproportionate attention; and 
that they nay undervalue other 
doctrines and duties, from an ap. 
prehension, that they approach 
too near the errors, which they 
have relinquished. | 
When a man greatly changes 
his principles, it often happens 
also, that the men and _ books, 
which he once admired, sink ip- 
to undue contempt in his esti- 
mation; and others rise from 
contempt into unqualified re- 
pute. How must a_person’s 
mind be warped by selfish prej- 
udice, when he can see nothing 
but strength and excellence in 
aby, who favor his views; and 
nothing but weakness and error 
in any, who oppuse them. We 
should learn to discriminate on 
all sides. Prove all things; 
hold fast that which is good. 
Where revivals of religion 
take place, there is sometimes 
more than a due proportion of 
attention paid to social worship, 
conferences, relation of experi- 
ences, exhortation, and duties of 
this kind. This is not so ofien 
the case, as enemies to revivais 
would represent; but is it not 
sometimes the case? These du- 
ties appear so useful, and are so 
agreeable, that some would glad- 
ly spend their whole time ip 
them. Are there not instances 
therefore, when such directions, 
as the following, may probably 
be useful, especially to young 
converts? | 
Jn your social meetings, 4? 
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swift to hear, slow to speak. 
Avoid all intemperate zeal and 
irregularity, crude and extrava- 
gant speeches; and let all things 
be done in a solemn and decent 
manner. Let not your meetings 
be too frequent, nor be continu- 
cd to an wnseasonable hour. 
Spend more time in secret pray- 
er, in the perusal of the scrip- 
tures, in self-examination and 
meditation, and in domestic du- 
ties. Endeavor te understand 
all your duties, and so to adjust 
the time and order of attending 
to them, that none may have an 
undue prominence; that none 
may be neglected; that your 
life-may be consistent and beau- 
tiful in all its parts. Guard 
against spiritual pride, precipi- 
tancy, and false dependences. 
Avoid scrupulously the appear- 
ance of evil, and be exceedingly 
cautious and circumspect, that 
the adversary may get no advan- 
tage, to prejudice the good cause, 
which you have at heart; that with 
well duing ye may fiut to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men. 
Satan is undoubtedly well 
pleased, when professors of re- 
hgion take pride in favorite doc- 
trines, and exalt them tothe dis- 
paragement of other Important 
doctrines; when they set fuith 
and good works at variance, stig- 
matizing the one, as antuinomian- 
ism, or the other, as legality and 
sclf righteousness; when they 
decry some inrportant virtues, 
through a mistaken fear of their 
tendency,—zeal, lest it should be 
censorious and fanatical,--candor, 
lest it should open the mind to 
the insinuation of error; when 
they follow dreams and impulses, 
or some other false guidance; 
when they are eccentric and ex- 
Wavagant; or when they settic 


down into formality and luke- 
warmness. It is a malignant 
gratification to him, whenever 
they exhibit a dull or distorted 
portraiture of religion, calculated 
to obscure or dishonor it in the 
view of its enemies. 

Some persons are always too 
ardent or too cold, too precipitant 
or too dilatory. Both individuals 
and communities are prone to 
run into extremes in many re- 
spects. We should endeavour to 
aveid them, as always more or 
less prejudicial We should 
seek the proper medium, which 
is the straight and narrow path 
of duty. Our Christian charac- 
ter ought to be a well proportion- 
ed whole, unde‘ormed by recun- 
dancies or defects, embracing all 
the duties of piety and morality 
in their proper place. Our re- 
ligion should be a fratient contin- 
uance in well dang It should 
resemble a perennial stream, 
uniformly affording refreshment 
and fertility; and not a mountain 
torrent, pouring down wiih great 
noise and impetuosity, but short- 
ly evaporating. We shouid shine 
like the regular lights of heaven; 
and not resemble a wandering 
comet. 

2. Satan often endeavours to 
persuade men to do things, 
which would be tempting Gud, 
that is, “putting his power, truth, 
and Jove to an unnecessary trial.” 
This may be done in several 
ways. 

To appropriate to ourselves 
the promises, made to true Chris- 
lians, Without repentance, falih, 
and obedience, is tempting God. 
Ii involves a resolution of trying 
his truth and mercy upon unau- 
thorized grounds. It isa pre- 
sumptuous expectation of the 
salvauion and blessings of his 
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people, while we refuse to live 
as his people. Let us beware of 
such fatal presumption, though 
tempted to indulge it by plaust- 
ble quotations from Scripture. 

Ve deceive ourselves, as wellas 
tempt God, when we thus expect 
his promised favors. 

To run into dangers unneces- 
satily, expecting divine interpo- 
sitions to preserve us from sin 
and injury, is tempting God. So 
it is also, to engage in *mproper 
works and enterprises, expect 
ing his assistat <e and blessing. 
In such cases, persons never 
truly trustin Go: For, true de- 
pendence implies some warrant 
or authority for its foundatien. 
But they presume, to try his 
protection ang favor, without fol- 
lowing his directions We 
should tmplicitly confide in the 
promises of God in every case, 
to which they fairly extend; but 
to rely on them In cases, in 
which we have no authority for 
their applicction, is tempting, 
nowarrantabiy, the protection of 
Crod. We should equally avoid 
all distrust and suspicion, where 
we have the warrant of God’s 
word, and all groundless expec- 
ialtohs, where we have not. It 
is therefore of the highest tm- 
portance, that we accurately un- 
derstand, when and how far we 
are authorized to appropriate the 
promises of God te ourselves. 

Lo be dissatisfied with the as- 
surances, which Ged has given, 
of bis truth, power, goodness, 
wa merey, and out of distrust 
and unbeltef to demand farther 
proo ot them, 1s also tempting 
iti “Phus the Israelites tempt- 
ed hin in the wilderness, when 
to every exirembty they manl- 
lested their unbelief in murmurs 
ie complaints and clamorous 
Gemands. Wouid we avoid 


tempting God in any way, we 
must with an honest heart seek 
his guidance. believe his word, 
obey his commands, and confide 
in his providence and mercy. 
Let us do all these, and we shall 
be safe. 

8. The Holy Scriptures may 
be employed to seduce men into 
error and sin. Texts merely 
suggested, are no guide. We 
must see, that they are not muu- 
lated, that they are understood, 
and that they are clearly applica- 
ble, before we draw any conclu- 
sion from them. Satan can use 
Scripture freely; and so can 
wicked men of every description. 
It may therefore be profitable, 
briefly to state some of the 
methods, in which many wrest 
the Scriptures. 

Passages of Scripture are of- 
ten incorrectly quoted, by leav- 
ing out or altering some im- 
portant words, so that the mean- 
Ing is essentially changed. Hecd- 
less and unprincipled men pot 
unfreguently make such quota- 
tions. Hence it is highly neces- 
sary to examine the texts, which 
they produce in support of their 
opinions. This is adviseable, as 
it will not only prevent us from 
being misied, but also render 
our acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures more accurate and exten- 
sive. 

Passages, by being used in 
connexions different from what 
they are in the Bibie, are often 
made to convey errovueous sentul- 
ments. Many in support of their 
opipjons quote passages, where 
the sourd or phraseology seems 
favorable, without any regard 
to their connexion and appiicae 
tion, as they stand in the Bible. 
Let every man be fully jrersuad- 
eli his own mind, 1s a passage 
for instance, often quoted, as i 
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it meant, that a person, who is 


sincere in the belief of error, the 
practice of sin, or the neglect of 
duties, is innocent and safe; that 
if he is fully persuaded he is 
right, it is right for him to do as 
be does, whatever his conduct 
may be. The Scriptures incul- 
cate no such doctrine; but de- 
clare that there 1s a way which 
seemeth right unto a man; but 


the end thereof are the ways of 


death. Vo understand _ this 
wrested passage, we should ex- 
amine it, in its connexion. Look 
atitin the Epistle of Paul, and 
you will perceive that it has 
reference to certain Jewish so- 
lemnities, in regard to the obser- 
vance of which, they being 
xeither commanded nor forbid- 
den, every man, regarding the 
glory of God and the edification 
of the church, might act accord- 
ing to the persuasion of his own 
mind. 

The Scriptures are often 
wrested, by a strained and fanci- 
ful interpretation; and by draw- 
ing unwarrantable inferences 
from them. Neo interpretation 
ol a passage, or inference from 
ity which renders it contradictory 
to other plainer texts, or to the 
general instructions of Scripture, 
can be correct and true. But 
many appear to be regardless of 
this, when resolved to maintain 
a favorite opinion. 

The word of God is often 
handled deceithuily, by endeavors 
to explain away the obvious 
signification of plain and direct 
Passages, and to maintain opin- 
ions by those, which are obscure 
und indirect. An instance will 
explain my meaning. Suppose 
a person honestly desires to as- 
Certain, what the Scriptures 
teach respeciing the future state 
of those, who die in impenience 
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and unbelief; he will undoubted- 
ly turn to those passages, which 
speak expressly and directly on 
that point, and conclude, that 
they teach the true doctrine of 
the Scriptures. Is not this the 
only fair and legitimate way of 
making them the rule of our 
faith? Yet there are not a lew, 
who endeavour to explain away 
the obvious meaning of all such 
passages, and to support the doc- 
trine of universal salvation by 
ethers, which by no means treat 
directly of the future destiny of 
those, who die in their sins; but 
are capable by the manncr of 
their expression, or by their ob- 
scurity, of being warped with a 
little ingenuity to their purpose, 
Is it fair, is it safe, thus to treat 
the oracles of God? 

Many, instead of submitting to 
the authority of revelation, and 
being taught and guided by it, 
sit as judges over it; and receive 
what 1s agrceable, and reject the 
rest. By philosophy and reason, 
falsely so called, they corrupt the 
word of truth. All the doctrines 
of revelation are perfectly rea- 
sonable; but they may not al- 
ways appear so, to persons under 
the influence of divers sins and 
prejudices They contain depths, 
which reason cannot fathom, and 
heights, above the reach of her 
eye. The office of reason is to 
direct us In ascertaining what 
Gsod has reveaied; and not to de- 
cide on the propriety of his mea- 
sures and laws. We are not 
competent to such a task, whe 
are of yesterday,and know so lit- 
tle, and are so fallible. Bart “ure 
not some doctrines In Scripture 
questioned or denied, because 
they are not Geemcd reasenable, 
rather than because they are no! 
revealed with sufficient piaiiness 
Would nut those, who Gisbelive 
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the doctrine of the atonement for 
instance, find it in their Bibles, 
if they did not judge it to be un- 
reasonable? Wouid not some 
other doctrines, also, be found in 
the Bible by those, who disbe- 
lieve them, if they did not reject 
them on other grounds, than the 
want of plain scriptural support? 
It is still true, that some doc- 
trines are hidden from the wise 
and prudent, and revealed unto 
babes; and that, some account 
that to be foolishness, which is 
to others the power of God unto 
salvation. 

Some wrest the Scriptures in- 
advertently, by reading them 
with alight and inattentive mind. 
The ideas, they catch this way, 
are often very far from being the 
ideas of Scripture. 


If by wresting the Scriptures. 


we could change their real mean- 
ing, the folly would not be so 
glaring. But what can we gain 
by aby misinterpretation? ‘The 
truth will continue to be the 
truth, thongh we disbelieve it; 
anda lie will be nothing but a 
lie, though we hold it fast in our 
right haud. 

4. The value of the Scriptures 
is not diminished, because they 
are often perverted. They are 
still a safe guide, if we have a 
humble heart and obedient will. 
We should make the Scriptures 
themselves our guard against 
every kind of perversion. We 
should compare text with text, 
and endeavour to explain every 
passage in harmony with the 
whole. All Scripture is given 
by insfiration of God, and its 
pirofitaole for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, fur instruc 
sion in righteousness. The au- 
thority of the Bible is evidentiy 
rone, and it cannot answer the 
purposes of a revelation, if we 
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admit, that not the whole, but on- 
ly an undefined part of it is true. 
The whole therefore ought to be 
received, as the oracles of God; 
and parts should always be ex. 
plained in conformity with the 
whole. Figurative passages 
should be interpreted in con- 
formity with those, which are not 
figurative; obscure texts by par- 
allel texts, which are more plain 
and intelligible; and no interpre- 
tation of a passage should be ad- 
mitted, as correct, which is in- 
consistent with the obvious mean- 
ing of any other passage. 

But are not the interpretations 
of commentators and preachers, 
who profess to believe the whole 
Bible, inconsistent and contradic- 
tory? How then shall common 
Christians ascertain the truth? 
The Bible itself affords a suffi- 
cient answer. Jf thou criest af- 
ter knowledge, and liftest uft thy 
voice for understanding; if thou 
seekest Aer, as silver, and search- 
est for her, as for hid treasures; 
then shalt thou understund the 


fear of the Lord, und find the 


knowledge of God. If any man 
will do his will he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, Trust in the Lord with ail 
thine heart, and lean not to thine 
own understanding. dn ald thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths. Observing 
these instructions, search the 
Scriptures lor yourselves. Neg- 
lect not, however, thankfully io 
receive the ussistance, and to 
pay proper deference to the opin- 
ions, of authorized teachers, €s- 
pecially those, who are distin- 
guished by prayerful hearts, 
spiritual minds, and holy lives. 
Do these things; and you will 
have peace and stability amid ail 
the clashing opinions of tne 
world. R. W. 
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GOD OUR HELP. 


Mew will often subscribe to the 
more abstruse and mysterious 
parts of the gospel, while they 
cavil at some plain truth, which 
reason, as well as Scripture, 
plainly teaches. There are 
thousands who acknowledge the 
truth of the miracles related in 
Scripture; the incarnation, suf- 
ferings, resurrection, and atone- 
ment of Christ; the immortality 
of the soul; the resurrection of 
the body; the eternal duration of 
rewards and punishments; but 
yet deny the scriptural account 
of our dependence upon God. 
They may acknowledge their de- 
pendence in general terms; but 
when they are questioned as to 
their inability to do any thing ac- 
ceptable to God; when they are 
told of his sovereignty, that he 
is all in all, working uli things 
after the counsel of hisown will, 
they hesitate to assent and dis- 
cover their unbelief. 

It is a doctrine, to which they 
are not willing to submit. If they 
Should assent to it, they could 
take no merit to themselves;—all 
the glory would belong to God. 
From this concession, their sel- 
fish, proud hearts revolt. 

But the unbclicf of some does 
not make the faizh of Gud of none 
effect. The declaration of the 
Psalmist, Our Aelp isin the name 
Gf the Lerd, who made heaven 
end earié,is true and will remain 
90, Notwithstanding the cavils of 
infidels, aud half-formed Chris- 
tians. 

We stand in need of help. 
We are naturally in a lost and 
perisuing condition. The lep- 
rosy of sin is upon us. [tis net 
®niy a loathsome, buta fatal dis- 
case. Unless we receive help 
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we must die the bitter pangs of 
eternal death. Our condition by 
nature is truly wretched. With 
hearts of enmity and opposition 
to God, whose favor is life and 
whose displeasure is death, we 
are the children of wrath, the 
heirs of perdition, strangers to 
peace, with no rational prospect 
before us butthat of misery. In 
such a condition as this, is there 
not need of help? Inhabiting frail, 
feeble tenements of clay, which 
are crushed beforethe moth, and 
when they are dissolved, unceas- 
ing woe succeeds, do we not stand 
in need of deliverance? We must 
be delivered or perish everlast- 
ingly. Deliver ourselves we 
cannot. As well might gall and 
wormwood change their natures 
as we Change ours, and fit our- 
selves for heaven. Unless re- 
newed by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, we shall do nothing but 
sin, nothing but transgress the 
holy law of God and ripen our- 
selves for destruetion. 

No man can help himseif, and 
consequently none can help his 
neighbor. Men, by the blessing 
of God, may be of assistance to 
each other. God may and does 
excite men to endeavor the ben- 
efit of others, and crowns their 
labors with success. But still 
these instruments are wholly im- 
potent of themselves. No man 
can relieve his brother from the 
cruel bondage of Satan; he can- 
nut change his heart, nor forgive 
his sins. These are God’s works. 

Angels cannot helpus. They 
are dependenton,God. The ho- 
liest angel, is as unable of him- 
self to do his duty, as the weak- 
est mortal on earth. Therefore 
Gabrie}, and all the shining hosts 
of bcaven, are unabie to afford 
us reilef, 

Our help then must be in God, 
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for there is no other help. To 
him we may look and not be dis- 
appointed. God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. He &% not only 
a help, but a present help, a help 
that is near and close at hand; 
and more, he is a very present 
help, very near and ready to help 
us in our distresses, most ready 
in our greatest need. 
‘God eounts the sorrows of his saints, 
Their groans affect his ears; 

Thou hast a book for my complaints, 
A bottle for my tears. 

When to thy throne I raise my cry, 
The wicked fear and flee: 

So swift is prayer to reach the sky, 
So near is God to me.” 

God is the burdened sinner’s 
help. The sinner finds himself 
condemned by the law. He can- 
not help hintself, his fellow sin- 
ners cannot help him, angels can- 
not help him, Satan, whom he 
has so faithfully served, will not 
help him, for hisname is Apol- 
lyon, the destroyer. But to God 
he may go, with encouragement 
ef obtaining relief. Eternal love 
has spread a bounteous feast. It 
is spread for sinners, hell-deser- 
ving sinners. They are invited 
to come, and eat and drink abun- 
dantly. Not in their sins, but 
they must forsake their sins If 
they would obtain help frcm God, 
they must give up all for him. 
They must resign the world, the 
flesh and the devil, /aid make 
God their portion; be willing to 
be ruled by his laws, and govern- 
ed by his counse}s. With such 
submission, they may come freciy 
and partake of the marriaye 
supper of the Lamb. Here 
their weary souls may rest, a~l 
their longing appetites be satis- 
fed, with holy and ineffable 
pleasures. Oh, why should sin- 
ners keep away from God and 
Dbappiness. 


The weary Christian, who is 
ready to give up all for lost, has 
help in God. Has he forgotten 
that the Lord is good and gra- 
cious? Has he forgotten that 
God was his help in times 
past? Let him remember and 
take courage. Christians, like 
the Israelites, can sing that the 
Lord was their helf and deliv. 
erer. If it had not been the 
Lord was on our side when our 
sins and spiritual exemies rose up 
against us; then they had szwal. 
lowed us uftj and we should have 
been overwhelmed forever. 
Blessed be the Lord who hath 
delivered us; the snare is broken 
and we are escaped. 

What other help can any one 
wish? God is good and merciful 
and all powerful. Ged is good. 
He is love. All the vast plans, 
by which he goverrs the uni- 
verse are dictate’ ay benevo- 
lence. The government of an- 
gels and men, of empires and 
kingdoms, and of every individu- 
al, is benevolence. Whether he 
dispenses mercies or judgments; 
rewards the righteous or punishes 
the wicked, it is all in benevo- 
lence. God cannot do any thing 
which is not benevolent. But 
his benevolence does not allow 
sinners to violate his holy laws 
with impunity. Goodness re- 
quires that the bad should be 
punished, as well as the good re: 
warded, 

God is merciful. Ilis mercy 
has been constantly manifested 
from the fail of man to this day. 
Rich was the mercy that gave 
the fallen world the Savior. 
Rich was the merey that gave 
benighted man the holy volume 
of inspiration. Rich is the mercy 
that gives the Holy Spirit to sub- 
due the proud hearts of sinners, 
bripging them out of the bon- 
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dage of sin, giving tlfem life, 
Jove, peace and joy, exaltin: 
them from the dunghill of ini- 
quity, and making them com- 
panions for the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

God is all powerful. Whatev- 
er his goodnes or mercy designs, 
his power assuredly executes, 
Audacious men defy his power, 
and like vile miscreants, curse 
the hand that feeds them, and 
blaspheme the power that sup- 
ports them; but their audacity 
and blasphemy do not limit the 
power of Jehovah, nor frustrate 
the plans of his government. 
They sin against their own souls, 
Their words are like chaff and 
stubble, and their breath as fre 
shall devour them. God isa nev- 
er failing help. They who put 
their trust in him, shall never be 
ashamed nor confounded. Thous- 
ands and miilions of his enemies 
have been disappointed, filled 
with shame and remorse, anguish 
and despair; but his faithful ser- 
vants have ever found mercy and 
blessings and exceeding great 
and precious rewards, God, by 
his creating voice, formed the 
universe. He spake, and the 
various parts of nature came into 
existence. By the same power- 
ful voice, he can bid the distres- 
ses of his people depart, and 
peace and delight succeed. He 
redeemeth their lives from dese 
truction ane crowneth them with 
loving kindnesa. 

Shall we not make him our 
help and Jook to him for all 
needful blessings? We are too 
apt to place in the chapter of ac- 
cidents, those things in which 
we ought to see the hand of prov- 
idence. If we would leave off 
she atheistical practice of living 
as independent of God with res- 


pect to the common concerns of 
life; if we would undertake noth- 
ing upon which we could not 
consistently implore the favor of 
God; if we would look to him in 
prayer for his blessing, and re- 
turn him thanks for the daily 
mercies we receive from him, 
it would greaty add both to our 
temporal] and spiritual pros- 
perity- 

Let us, as perishing sinners, 
lock to God for help. Let us 
implore his pardon for our sins, 
and pray fer renewing and sanc- 
tifying grace, and for faith in 
Christ. Let us beseech him to 
become our sun and our shield, 
to enlighten and guard our way. 
Let us daily draw nigh to him, 
and he willdraw nightous. Let 
us commit ourselves and all our 
concerns to him, and he will or- 
der all things for our good. Then 
should we pass the days of our 
pilgrimage on earth with Chris- 
tian comfort, and our condition 
througheternity would be happy, 


Lae 


For the Panopiist 
ON REPENTANCE. 
REPENTANCE, in the larges* 


sense,isachange of mind. Such 
is the signification of the original 


Greek word. Wherever repen- 


tance is spoken of in the New 
Testament, unless in that imper- 
fect sense in which it is applied to 
Judas, it is described as a change 
of mind or heart; and wherever 
men are called upon to repent, 
the message put by God in the 
mouths of the ancient prophets 
is but repeated; Make you a 
new heart and @ new spirit. 

The fact is, our hearts by na- 
ture are wrong; the first require- 
ment, therefore, that God makes 
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of us, and a reasonable one too, 
is, that we make them right. We 


‘naturally hate God; bis first de- 


mand on us, then, and one that is 
indispensable to enjoying his fa- 
vor, is, that we love him- Such 
a change Ged requires of us 
when he calls us to repentance. 
Surely he demands of such de- 
praved sinners no dess than a 
change of heart. 

True; this change is in all in- 
stances aitributed to the Spirit of 
God. Men are so set in the 
ways of iniquity, that of them- 
selves they will do nothing but 
sin; it is the prerogative of God 
alone, therefore, to regain his 
lost empire in the heart. Not- 
withstanding he makes the rea- 
sonable demand on all and backs 
it with the weight of his infinite 
authority, Make you clean, put 
away the evil of your doings 


from before mine eyes, cease to do 


evil, learn to do well; yet there 
would be no hope for the salva- 
tion of any of our lost race, had 
he not promised also the interfe- 
rence of his own almighty power, 
I will put a new spirit within you; 
Twill take the stony heart out 
of their flesh, and will gtve them 
an heart of flesh. | 
Does any one object to his mak- 
ing a demand on all, with which 
none will comply without an jn- 
terference of his power? Ajk 
yourself, if disposed to make 
the ubjection, isthe demand itself 
reasonable? May not God reason- 
ably call on you to love him more 
than you do all created objects! 
lioes he not deserve your su- 
preme love! If so, shall he cease 
1o miake the demand, because you 
refuse to comply? Because you 
never wiil of yourself repent, 
shali, Gud cease to urge op you 
su reasonable a command? On 


such a supposition, God can rea. 
sonably command nothing but 
what you are inclined todo. He 
can bid you do nothing that you 
are unwilling to do, for the very 
reason that you are unwilling, 
Your inclination then, and not 
his will, is to be the rule of duty. 
Who would not reject a conse- 
quence so palpably absurd? 

If then God may reasonably 
command all to repent, and if 
none of themselves ever will, what 
becomes of your objection? Do 
you aim it against the mere fact 
that God interposes his power? 
Would you, because none eve 
will ofthemselves repent, have 
all perish rather than have God 
interfere tosave? Have youso un- 
feeling a heart that you could rath- 
er see the Redeemer striptof his 
crown and the redeemed of their 
glory,than have God shew mercy? 

Or does your objection lie 


-agalnst his saving only a part? 


Would you say, that, if God save 
one, he ought to save all? He is 
under obligation to save none. 
That he savesat all is gratuitous. 
You ought to praise him that he 
interferes to save any. ‘The 
mouths of all who finally perish 
wil] be closed in silence; for they 
merit theirdoom. And whethe: 
you shall ever join their song or 
not, the tribes of the ransomed 
shall make heaven echo with ac- 
clamations to the grace of their 
Deliverer, Vot unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but to thy name give 
glory. 

But, perhaps you may say, all 
are on probation; all ought there- 
fore to have an equal chance of 
salvation Let us attend to this 
objection a moment, for many 
form very ciude notions of what 
is implied in a probationary state- 
Do you meal then, that all ough! 
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to enjoy equal advantages of 
knowing tneir duty and the way 
of salvation? Such evidently is 
not the fact. Men evidently are 
in no such state of probation as 
that. Is it your meaning, that 
salvation should be offered to all 
upon the same terms? This is 
true. Salvation is offered to all 
who will repent. But none, of 
themselves, ever will repent. 
Without an interference of al- 
mighty power, there would in 
fact be no chance at all of salva- 
tion. By an equal chance, there- 
fore, if you meaa any thing, you 
must mean this; that the power 
which renews One heart, ought 
to renew all. Your objection 
then is the old one in a new 
shape; you would not have God 
save any, unless he saves all. 

The very pith of such objec- 
tions lies here. You are very 
solicitous about yourself, and 
care little, so be you’ are safe, 
what becomes of the rest of the 
creation of God. You dare Lot 
trust yourself in his hands. Ifa 
part only are saved, and if that 
part are not saved of theinselves, 
then, you must admit, God saves 
by hisown power. The admis- 
sion of such an interference of 
his puwer, leads you to the una- 
voidable conclusion. that he 1s 
sovereign in his mercy. He 
saves whom he pleases. He will 
have mercy on whom he will 
have mercy. He will prepare 
whom he pleases asevessels of 
mercy unto glory, and leave 
whom he picases to fit for des- 
truction. 

But is it reasonable to oppose 
that grace, which bringeth sal- 
vation to thousands of necdy 
creatures? Muay not the Sove- 
rcivn of the universe sce wisc 
reasons for selecting only a part 


of mankind to be heirs of salva- 
tion? And if so, is he not able to 
make the wisest selection? Will 
he, in doing it, ever injure any 
of his creation! 

But, if almighty power is ne- 
cessary to render your eutreaties 
effectual, why urge men to re- 
pent? One plain answer is, God 
bids me do it; and if I do it with 
a right spirit, I mz, hope for his 
blessing. Another is, rcepent- 
ance is reasonable. Therefore 
] urge my fellow men to repeut. 
When I urge them, I indeed 
know that, of themselves, they 
never will. But I cease not my 
expostulations on this account. 
] will not on this account be less 
urgent in my entreaties. [ know 
that the message I deliver is 
just as reaaonable, as if they had 
not rejected it. I know that the 
Sevior whom I commend to their 
affections is just as glorioxs, as 
if they had never contemned his 
offers. I know thatthe salvation 
of their souls is as much wort)), 
as if they had not chosen des- 
truction. 

Should my cfforts be succced- 
ed in reclaiming a lost soul, [ 
say not that niv iechle strengii, 
or his own, bath done its but I 
look to that Jesus whois exalted 
lo give repentance unto Israel, 
and [ say that bis arm of mercy 
hath wrought out salvation. 
Every penitcar soul, | acknow)- 
edge to be made such, by the 
power that built the universe, 
The stoner that was dead in sings 
is now ailve, and was made so 
by the mighty power that raised 

christ from the dead. Do | 
therefore make God a= haid 
masier, bocause I give him the 
glory Gi Savihg 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIs< 
SIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.* 


Trr Board met in Salem, (Mass.) according to appointment, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 1815, and was continued by adjournment to 
Friday, the 22d. 
Present, 

Gen. Jenipran Huxtinoton, 

Hon. Joun Treapvwrit, Esq. L. L. D. 

Rey. Josepn Lyman, D. D. 

Rev. Samuet Sprine, D.D. 

Gen. Henry SewaA.t, 

Rev. Setu Payson, D. D. 

Rev. Jepip1AH Morse, D.D. 

Rev. Jesse Aprteton, D. D. 

Rey. Catvin Cuapin, 

Rev. SAMUEL WorceEsTER, D. D: 

Rev, Henry Davis, D. D. and 

JeREMIAH [Evarts, Esq. 

The session was opened with prayer by the Vice President. On 
the subsequent days the meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Drs. Appleton and I.yman, ahd the session was closed with 
prayer by the Rev. Dr. Morse. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read. 

The accounts of the Treasurer, as examined and certified by the 
Auditor, were exhibited and accepted. 

The annual report of the Prudential Committee was read and ac- 
cepted. 

The following gentlemen were appointed officers of the Board for 
he year ensuing; viz. 

The Hon. Jonn TREADWELL, Esq. President. 
Rev. Samuet SprinG, D.D. Vice President. 
Rev. Dr. Sprinc, 
Rev. Dr. Morss, 
Rev. Dr. WokCESTER, and 
Mr. EvaRTS, 
Rev. Dr. WorcESTER, Corresponding Secretary. 
Rev. Mr. Cuapin, Recording Secretary. 
Mr. Evarts, 7reasurer; and 
Mr. Cuxestrer ADAMS, 4udzior. 


Prudential Committee. 


Whereas the President of this Bourd has stated, that a legacy of 


$500 has been given to this Board, by Sarah Norton, late of Farm- 


*In making extracts from the minutes of this meeting, itis not thought necessary to 
enter into all the details of business, such as ile appointment aud reports of commit- 


tees, &e. &c. 
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ington, deceased, in her last will and testament; and whereas the 
legacy is held at present in litigation; 

oted, That the President and Recording Secretary be authoriz- 
ed to employ legal counsel, and to take all other proper measures 
to recover sald legacy. 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary present the thanks of 
this Board to the Church Missionary Society in England for their 
donation of twenty sets of the Missionary Register, with sundry oth- 
er communications on the subject of Missions. 

Voted, That twenty five copies of the annual reports of this 
Board, and of the sermons delivered before this Board, or at the 
request of the Prudential Committee, which have been, or shall be, 
published, be sent to the Secretary of the Church Missionary Socic- 
ty, for the use of said Society. 

Voted, That the person appointed as second to preach before the 
annual meeting of the Board, shall be considered as appointed the 
preacher for the next succeeding year, unless he shall preach the 
sermon in the year for which he was appointed as second. 

The Rev. Dr. Davis was appointed to preach at the next annual 
meeting of the Board, and the Rev. Dr. Appleton his second. 

Publick worship was attended in the evening, when the annual 
sermon was delivered by the Rey. Mr. Chapin, from Psalm xcvi, 
10:——_Say among the heathen, THe LoRpD REIGNETH. 

Voted, that the thanks of this Board be presented to the Rev. 
Mr. Chapin for his sermon delivered last evening, by appointment 
of the Board; that a copy be requested for publication; and that Dr. 
Lyman, Dr. Appleton, and Gen. Sewall, be a committee to carry 
this vote into effect. 

The Corresponding Secretary was directed to express the thanke 
of this Board to the London Missionary Society, for the Chinese 
version of the New Testament, and the transactions of said Society, 
with other documents presented by them to this Board. 

Voted, That it be distinctly provided, that every Missionary em- 
ployed in the service of this Board, is to be considered as being, 
under Providence, dependent on this Board for support, according 
to such regulations as the Board, or Prudential Committee, may, 
from time to time, recommend or approve; and that all the earn- 
ings which any Missionary, or Missionary’s wife, shall in any way 
procure, shall be considered as the property of this Board, for the 
objects of the mission, and, as such, to be regularly accounted fo: 
to the Prudential Committee. 

Voted, that at every missionary station, to which more than one 
Missionary shall belong, the salaries and earnings of the Missiona- 
rics, and presents made to them, or any of them, shali constitute a 
common stock, from which they shall severally draw their support 
in such proportions, and under such regulations, as may, from time 
to time, be found advisable, and be approved by this Board, or by 
the Prudential Committee. 

The Prudential Committee were authorized to allow the Mis- 
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common use, as may be suitable for their accommodation, and to 
charge the rent of said house to the account of the Board. 

Voted, That a majority of the Missionaries on any station, shall, 
in their regular mectings, decide all questions, that may arise in re, 
gard to their proceedings and conduct, in which the mission is jp. 
terested. 

Upon the principles of the foregoing votes, the subject matter of 
polity,or social compact, for the regulation of our Missionaries, was 
referred to the Prudential Committee. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee be authorized to make to 
the Missionaries in India, such further allowance for extraordinary 
expenses, as, upon their representation, on an account stated, shall 
be deemed reasonable and proper. 

The Trustees of the legacy, given by the late Mrs. Norris, were 
requested to transfer the same to the Board.* 

Voted, That nine sets of the Church Missionary Register, and 
ether documents received with it, be disposed of in the manner 
following, viz) To Bowdoin College, Yale College, the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Princeton, Middiebury College, Dartmouth Col- 
lege, Williams College, the Theological Seminary at Andover, 
Willhtam Bartlet, Esq. and Mr. Solomon Goodell,} one set each. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee be directed to employ 
some suitable person or persons to visit St. Louis, St. Genevieve, 
and any other places, as they shall deem expedicnt, to ascertain 
and report to this Board, what measures are most eligible for dif- 
fusing the light and benefits of Christianity among the Aborigines 
in the western and southern parts of our country. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee be directed to hold stated 
quarterly meetings, and to make a quarterly communication, in the 
form of a circular letter, to each association, which has been, or 
shall hereafter be, instituted in aid of this Board. 

Voted, That the Prudential Commitice be authorized to employ 
agents to assist in forming auxiliary societies; otherwise to excile 
the attention of the public to the objects of this Board; and to use 
their excruions in obtaining funds. 

Voted, That the next annual meeting be holden at Hartford, 
(Conn.) on the third Wednesday of September, 1816, at 10 o’clock, 
A. M. and that the Recording Secretary be directed to make the 
necessary arrangements fur that meeting. 

The Recording Secretary was directed to transmit to every mem- 
ber of the Board, not now present, information of the time and 
place of the next annual meeting. 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary present the thanks of 
the Board to Mrs. Elizabeth Bartlet, for the very convenient ac- 


* This has since been done in the manner, and for the purposes, described in the will 
ef Mrs. Norris. 

T This distinguished friend of missions had left the world before the meeting of the 
Board, though his death was not then known, The copy of the Missionary Registers 
which was intended to cheer his heart in the decline otf life, will be sent to his ido 
as a token of gratitude fur the almost unexampled liberality of her late husbaud. 
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commodations which she has furnished for the present meeting; and, 
likewise, to those gentlemen who have hhosprtably entertained the 
members during the session. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


BRETHREN, 
Our two last annual reports contained much of interesting narrative: 
recitals of the pilgrimages and adventures, perils and deliverances, 
discouragements and consolations, of our missionaries in the Fast; 
seeking a door of entrance to the heathen, but obstructed, disap- 
pointed, and held in continued anxicty and suspense; troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; frerfilexed, but not in despair; frerse- 
cuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but mot destroyed. Those re- 
citals were interesting, as they shewed in a very clear and gratify- 
ing light the faith and patience, the firmness and prudence, the for- 
titude and devotedness of the brethren; and especially as they af- 
forded many affecting and animating proofs of the wisdom and good- 
ness, the faithfulness and mercy, the almighty protection and over- 
ruling providence of God. The Lord Godis a sun and shield; the 
Lerd wtll give grace and glory; ne good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk upftrightly. Their filuce of defence is the munitions of 
rocks; their eyes shall see the King in his beauty; they shall behold 
the land thatis very far off. \f our present Report contain less of 
striking narrative and affecting incident, it is because our mission- 
aries have found at length an open door and a resting place; and 
though they have scarcely commenced their public labours, yet 
they are quietly and diligently preparing themselves for activity in 
their great and arduous work. 

At our last anniversary we had the hope, that the brethren Hall 
and Nott, after their severe trials, would be permitted to remain at 
Bombay. This hope has not been disappointed. Since the latest 
date of the accounts then communicated, they have experienced, so 
far as appears, no molestation; nothing but protection and kindness 
from the government. That latest date was Dec. 23, 1813. 

As early as the #3th of the next month, Jan. i814, Mr. Newell 
received from them such intelligence, as gave him a degree of as- 
surance, that the mission might be established at Bombay; and he 
im mediately took measures of preparation for leaving Ceyion. On 
the 20th of the same month he writes in his journal, “I engaged 
passage in a Portuguese ship bound to Goa, as there was no oppor- 
tunity of going direct to Bombay. Before my departure I address- 
ed the following letter to the Governor. 


“Lo his Excellency General Brownrigg, Governor and Commander 
in Chief in the Istand of Ceyéon. 
“Sir, 
* Having resided nearly a year under your Exceliency’s jurisdiction, 
and experienced during that time every indulgence from goyern- 
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ment which I could wish, I beg leave to express the deep sense ] 
have of your Excellency’s kindness to me; and to ask permission 
to depart on the Angelica, Portuguese ship, bound to Goa, in pur. 
suance of my original intention of joining the mission in Bombay, 
I should esteem it an additional favor, if your Excellency would be 
pleased to give me a testimonial, that would satisfy the Governor 
of Bombay, that I leave Ceylon with your Excellency’s consent 
and approbation. I have the honor to remain, &c. 
S. NEwELt.” 


“] felt obligated,” he says, “to notify the Governor of my depar- 
ure, as he had intimated on my first arrival at Columbo that I was not 
to remove without giving him previous notice; and I felt a real 
pleasure in expressing my gratitude fer his kindness both to me 
and my brethren” “The Governor informed me through Lord 
Molesworth, that he consented to my departure, and would write 
by mail to the Governor of Bombay in my favor.” 

After a residence in the island of Ceylon of about ten months, 
Mr. Newell left Columbo for Goa on the 28th of January; and on 
the 4th of February the Angelica came to anchor in the roads of 
Cochin, where she stopped three days, and afforded him an oppor- 
tunity which, he says, he had long wished for, but never expected 
to be favored with; that of seeing the Cochin Jews and the Syrian 
Christians.” Of this opportunity he appears to have availed him- 
self with great diligence. He visited the Jewish synagogues at 
Cochin, and the Syrian church at Candenad, the residence of the 
Jate primate Mar Dionysius, The results of his enquiries and ob- 
servations together with those of his brethren Hall and Nott, who 
visited the same places about three months before, may constitute 
an interesting part of an appendix to this report. 

On the 7th of February Mr. Newell left Cochin and on the 24th 
arrived at Goa; where he “visited most of the Colleges, Churches 
and Monasteries, saw the Vicar General of the Dominicans, dined 
with the Superior of the Augustinians, and called on Father Jose- 
fihus a Doloribus, the late Inquisitor, mentioned by Dr. Buchanan.” 
“The Inquisition of Goa,” he says, in his journal, “is no more. It 
was lately abolished by order of the Prince Regent of Portugal. 
It is said, however, that the Archbishop retains all the power that 
was lodged in the Court of the Inquisition.” 

On the 2d of March Mr. Newell sailed from Goa, and on the 7th 
he writes in his jourual. “Early this morning the harbor and 
town of Bombay appeared in full view, and at 11 o’clock I landed 
and went in search of my friends, whom I found in a short time. It 
was a joyful meeting to us all. We had been separated more 
than two years, had all of us passed through many trying scenes, 
and often given up the idea of ever meeting again on earth; but 
that unseen Hand that had guided us in all our perplexities, and 
Jed us in a mysterious way, had at length brought us together in 
the very place, which, in our conversations on the other side of the 
water, we had often contemplated as the probable seat of our then 





















































































srl OCU; ~~ rw 


1815. Report of the Prudential Committee. 345 


future mission. And what was peculiarly gratifying to us, we had 
reason to hope, that we should now be established in this place, and 
be allowed to enter on our work, which had been so long delayed. 
Yet we rejoiced with a mixture of fear; for it was not absolutely 
certain that we should all be allowed to remain here.” 

Soon after his arrival at Bombay, Mr. Newell had an attack of 


fever which confined him several days. On the 23d of the same_ 


month, however, he writes. “We kept a day of fasting and prayer, 
preparatory to the Lord’s supper, which we proposed to celebrate 
the next Sabbath. Saturday evening the 26th, we kept another 
season of special Lrayer with a view to the solemn ordinance which 
we expected to attend upon the ensuing day. Sabbath. 27th, we 
met at 11 o’clock, A. M and engaged in prayer: brother Hall deliv- 
ered an address, suited to the solemn occasion,and brother Nott ad- 
ministered the ordinance. There was a variety of circumstances 
attending this transaction, which were peculiarly calculated to af- 
fect our minds. We were naturally led to look back on all the way 
in which the Lord had Jed us, since we devoted ourselves to the mis- 
sionary Cause, and particularly since we same to this land. Two 
of our brethren, who came with us to this country, had been sepa- 
rated from us, and had gone to different and distant countries, and 
we expected to see them no more in this world. One of our little 
number had finished her work and received an early reicase from 
the pain and toils of the missionary pilgrimage. Though on our 
own account, we could not but mourn her absence, yet we had reas- 
on also to rejoice in the hope, that she had entered into her rest; 
and though she could not return to us, yet if we were the children 
of God, we should go to her, and partake with her at the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. In the afternoon I preached to our own fami- 
ly, and a few of our acquaintance who usually unite with us in our 
family exercises on the Sabbath.” 

Soon alter these refreshing scenes of joyous meeting and of holy 
eommunion, on the 8th and 9th of April the brethren wrote to the 
Corresponding Secretary. “Our hopes,” say Messrs Hall and 
Nott, “are strong, and we look on the prospect with great delight. 
We trust that God’s wonderful and merciful dealings with us, are 
ere Jong to be crowned with the special blessings we have sought; 
that our merciful Father has a work for us to do here; and that his 
various dispensations have been allotted with fatherly tenderness 
and care, and intended to teach us lessons of humility, trust and pa- 
tience. We would hope, that they may make us more prepared 
for our work. Pray fer us. We are sensible that God alone can 
teach us to profit. Pray for us. The God to whom you pray 
dwells aiso in this land. Here he dwells in his own almighty 
Strength; and, in answer to prayer, accepted from your altars, can 
pour a blessing; yea, an immediate blessing, upon our heads. He 
can, he may in the hour of darkness, light up our path, cheer our 
desponding hearts, dissipate our doubts, and fill us with faith and 
lovey-because you pray for us—We have great reason to ac- 
knowledge the kind attention paid to our circumstances and wish- 
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es, by the Rev. Dr Carey, the Rey. Mr. Thomason and George 
Udny, Esq. acting as your Committee in Calcutta. To their ef- 
forts, under God, we are indebted for the hopes we now enjoy.” 
— “We add a few lines,” say the three brethren together, “to ex- 
press our united gratitude to God for his kindness in bringing us 
all together, after more than two years separation, to the place of 
our choice, and with prospects so favorable. God has visited us 
with judgments hard to bear, and with mercies for which no grat- 
itude is sufficient Pray for us that we may be knit together in 
lave; that we may be diligent in our calling; that God may dwell in 
us and walk in us; and that we may be faithful unto death. Here- 
after we shall hope to write to you in our united capacity. | 

To these grateful and devout sentiments of our beloved Mission- 
aries, your Committee are persuaded the hearts of this Board will 
unitedly and ardently respond. Here then let us religiously record 
our thankful acknowledgment to the Father of mercies and God of 
all grace for his wonderful kindness to them and to us; and our fer- 
vent prayer, that his various dealings with them may contribute ‘o 
furnish and to fitthem more completely for their important work, 
turn out tothe furtherance of the Gospel in realms of darkness 
and of the shadow of death, and redound to the glory of his adorable 
name through the thanksgivings of many. 

Since the receipt of the communication of April, 1814, Letters 
have been received from the three brethren, bearing date, June 10 
and 13, and December 29 and 30, together with their Journals down 
to about the time of their last date. From these communications 
it appears that they regularly performed divine worship, and 
preached, at their own house, every Sabbath day, at which a few 
persons besides their own family usually attended; that they kept a 
prayer meeting on every Wednesday evening, “to seek God’s biess- 
ing on their mission,” and “observed the first Monday of every 
month as a season of prayer for the Church in unison with the 
friends of Missions, in India, Europe,” and our own country; that 
they “applied themselves closely to the study of the Mahratta lan- 
guage, the vernacular tongue of the Hindoos of Bombay and of 
many niillions on the” hither “side of India;” that with much delib- 
eration they had formed and adopted a system of Polity or Social 
order for the regulation of their litthe community, agreeably to the 
Instructions given them by the PrudentialCormmitiee: that they had 
openedaschool which they hoped might be“so managed and modified 
as to embrace halt-cast children, and the childicn of Europeans, and 
become a boarding school of considerable importance to the mis- 
sion:—in a word, thatthey had been diligentty employed in the re- 
quisite preparations and arrangements tor the estabiishment of the 
mission, and for the eventual extension and success of their lta- 
bors. In their joint letter of 29th of December last they say: “We 
are now drawing near the close of the third car, since you sent us 
forth with the messaze ot peace and love to the neathen in the East. 
The solemnities of that interesting day, on which we were desig- 
nated to this important work, are stl fresh in cur minds, with al! 
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the  ffecting circumstances of the parting scene:—and though our 
country and our friends are still dear as ever to our hearts, and 
though we have experienced, as you taught us to expect, ‘much ad- 
versity, much opposition, and many dark days in which our hearts 
have swelicd with grief,’ our purpose and our choice remain unal- 
tered. We trust we do,at this moment, renewedly devote oure- 
selves to the work, and rejoice that God has given us this grace, 
to fireach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
We hope that nothing which has befallen us will deter others for 
a moment from engaging in the work. QOur trials on she whole 
have not been greater, than we had reason to expect, and our ei- 
couragements are great. We are at length delivered from the 
long and painful suspense, in which we have been held, and are 
now, we have no reason to doubt, permanently settled in 
this place. Here there is work enough for a great many 
missionaries, within the compass of afew miles. We cannot walk 
the streets half a mile, without meeting with thousands of heath- 
ens, with whom we may mingle and converse about the way of salva- 
tion, without any fear of giving offence, or exciting the leasi alarm. 

We are daily becoming more familiar with their language and their 
ways, and hope soun to commence the great work of preaching io 
them the gospel of Christ. There are many facilities here for the 
prosecution of our work, among which we would menticn wiih 
cratitude the perfec: security to our persons and properiy, which 
we enjoy under the British government: an invaluable blessing, 

and one upon w hich we could never calculate uncer a heathen 
rovernment.” 

Such was the situation. such were the occupations, the sentiments 
and prospects of our missionarics at Bombay, mee months ago. 
Later than that time we have no accounts from them; but we have 
reason, we think, for a good degree of confidence, that, ere this dav, 
they have become so expert in the language of th: country, as to be 
able to preach to the perishing natives the words of eternal lite. 
The station in which, after many disappointments, Divine Pruvi. 
dence has placed them, is a most important one, and peculiarly eli- 
vible for the permanent seat of a central mission. In the midst of 
an extensive aud populous region, they have a field apparently open 
to them, sufficient for the employment of hundreds of laborers; nor 
do they seem to entertain a doubt that others of their brethren from 
this country would be permitted to join them, and take part with 
them in their work And besides Bombay and the surrounding 
country, they respectfully but earnestly direct our attention to other 
fieids: parucalarty to Cochin and its environs, where they think 
there would be littie difficulty in establishing a mission, and where 
many interesting circumstances, some of them rendered doubly in- 
teresting by the glowing representations of Dr, Buchanan, lavite to 
the attempt; aud the island of Ceylon, where every facility to mis- 


stonary enterprize is offered, and where an extensive ficid appears 


to be white ulieady to the haivest. 
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To this last mentioned field the eyes of your Committee have 
Jong been turned, with ardent desire andhope Immediately after 
the restoration of peace, an event most auspicious to every interest 
dear to the good man’s heart, and claiming the most grateful ac- 
knowledgments to Him who sits as King on the holy Hill of 
Zion, it was resolved to lose no time in fitting out a new mission to 
the East. Of the five missionaries who had for a considerable time 
been held in an anxiously waiting posture, Messrs Richards, Bard- 
well, and Poor, were designated for this mission, which was partic- 
ularly intended for the Island of Ceylon. At the same time, it was 
proposed to send the other two, Messrs Warren and Meigs, on an 
exploring mission to some of the Indian tribes, in the western and 
southern territories of this country. In pursuance of these resolves, 
the 2!st of June was appointed as the day, for setting apart the 
five brethren for their sacred work, by solemn ordination. 

On the appointed day the missionaries were ordained, at the 
Presbyterian church in Newburyport. Ten churches by their Pas- 
tors and delegates, together with the Rev. Professors of the Theo- 
Jogical Seminary at Andover, assisted in the solemnities of the oc- 
casion. Propitious heaven smiled on the day. A vast concourse 
of people assembled, and gave every attestation uf deep interest. 
After the usual ordination solemnities, about seven hundred com- 
municants of different churches sat down together at the table of 
their common Lord, and Savior, gratefully to commemorate that di- 
vine love which was displayed in the great propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world, solemnly to testify their joint participation in 
the heavenly design of imparting the blessings of salvation to the 
perishing heathen, and unitedly to set their seal to the prayers, and 
thanksgivings, and vows, and sacred transactions of the day. The 
scene throughout was most interesting, impressive, and refreshing; 
and was a precious earnest, as we may devoutly hope, of immortal 
blessings to many in distant lands, and of the holy joys of that day 
when they shall come from the East, and from the West, and 
from the North, and from the South, and sit down together in the 
ki: gdom of God. | | 

Without delay. arrangements were made, in the hope that the 
Missionaries would spon depart to the scenes of their respective 
destinations. But unforeseen hindrances have occurred: and Di- 
vine Providence, in the mean time. has overruled one considera- 
ble part of the Committee’s original plan. In two or three dzys 
after the ordination, Mr. Warren was affected with a bleeding at 
the lungs, which rendered it for some time painfully doubtful 
whether he would ever be employed in missionary labors, and de- 
cisively took him off from the contemplated western mission. 
Through the mercy of God, however, he soon appeared to be slow- 
iy convalescent; and in pursuance of special and very respectable 
medical advice, it was determined by your Cemmittee to send him 
out with his brethren to the East as the most hopelul means ot re- 
establishing his health, and securing his future usefulness. The 
destination of Mr. Warren being thus providentially changed, It 
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was judged expedient to change that also of his associate, Mr. 
Meigs; and they are now both of them destined to go out with the 
other three brethren to the East. It isdue to Mr. Warren and Mr. 
Meigs distinctly to state, that although they had long contemplated 
India as the future scene of their labors and turned all their 
missionary desires and thoughts towards that interesting field; and 
although when it was proposed to them to take a destination in all 
respects so different as that of a mission to the western Indians, 
they felt at first no small degree of painful disappointment; yet. af- 
ter attentively considering the subject, in the light in which it 
was presented to them by the Committee, they yielded to the 
proposal with a spirit of cheerful acquiescence, which afforded a 
highly gratifying evidence of their sincere devotedness to go 
whithersoever Divine Providence might direct 

The brig on board which the five missionaries, four of them 
with their wives, are to embark, is now in a state of advanced 
preparation; and is expected to sail from Newburyport, in three 
or four weeks, directly for Ceylon. There it is intended that the 
brethren should be left, with instructions to exercise their sound 
discretion, in view of the circumstances which may be presented 
to them upon the spot; whether to establish themselves in some 
station or stations upon that Island, or to go, all or a part of them, 
to Bombay, Cochin, or elsewhere, as Divine Providence shall seem 
todirect. And to Divine Providence, infinitely wise and infinitely 
good, this Board will commit them with the most affectionate and 
devout benedictions. 

Though, for the reasons before stated, your Committee have 
found it necessary to suspend, for the present, the design of a 
western mission; yet they would by no means have it understood 
that the design is ultimately relinquished. It 1s cherished indeed 
under a very sacred sense of duty and with increasing ardency of 
hope. From the best information which the Committee have been 
able to obtain, and they have taken care to obtain such as they think 
may be relied on as substantially correct. they estimate that within 
the United States and their Territories, there are about two bun- 
dred and forty thousand Indians, Civided and subdivided into about 
seventy tribes and clans. Nearly one hundred thousand of these 
Indians are on this side the Missisippi; and of these the four South- 
ern tribes, the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickesaws, and Cherokees, com- 
prise about seventy thousand; more than one fourth part of the num- 
ber of Aborigines within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
These four tribes seem to claim very particular attenuon on ac- 
count not only of their comparative numerical importance; brut also 
of their geographical situation, in a fine country and climate, and in 
the neighborhood of a rapidly increasing white population, and 
moreover ot the disposition and habits, especially of the Cherokees, 
Chickesaws, and Choctaws, tending towards a state of civilization, 
and favorable to the reception among them of missionaries and oth- 
er instructors. In 1804 the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, whose praise 
should be in all the churches, instituted, under the auspices of the 
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General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, a mission among 
the Cherokees, which he conducted in person and with very inade. 
quate assistance and support;* and within about five years, between 
four or five hundred young persons of both sexes were so instructed 
as to be able to read with a good degree of facility in the English 
Bible; were proportionably advanced in spelling, writing, and arith. 
metic; and at the same time were taught the principles of the 
Christian religion. Many Bibles and religious Tracts were dis. 
tributed, and several individuals, some young and some of mature 
age, became hopeful and exemplary Christians. The Cherokee 
tribe is estimated at twelve thousand souls. If we suppose four 
thousand of them to be of an age, suitable for attending schools; 
and four or five hundred of these, nearly an eighth part, were 
brought forward to the state of improvement now described, in the 
short period of five vears, by the exertions of one man: what might 
not be effected, with the blessing of God, by a combined, well sup- 
ported, and well conducted effort? Were schools to be established 
upon Mr. Blackburn’s plan, at different stations, so as to accommo- 
date the whole tribe, and these schools suppited with good instruct. 
ors and placed under the superintendence of a few able missiona- 
ries, who, besides the care oi the schools, should be employed in 
other missiouary labors; would it be chimerical to calculate, that in 
a course of years not very long, the tribe at large would bicome 
English in their language, Christian In their religion, and civilized 
in their general habits and manners! One rising generation being 
generally initiated in the rudiments of English learuing, and the 
principles of Christianity; the next generation would come for- 
ward under vastly increased advantages; and the third might be 
able to carry on the design with litte extraneous aid. The Com. 
mittee would respecttully submit to this Board, and beg that it my 
be submitted to the Christan. public, whether the probability of 
success In such a design, together with the vast importance of the 
end, be not sufficient to justify and to demand an earnest, vigorous, 
and persevering experiment. That not only the Cherokces, but 
their neighbors, the Chickesaws, and Choctaws, have dispositions 
and habits in no small degree favorable to such an auempt, we have 
very satisfactory evidence: and the plan once established among 
them,and the happy results of it made manifest, it might be ex- 
tended, as Providence should open the way, to the less tractable 
Creeks, and other tribes, with increased facilitics and augmeutcd 
encouragement. 

Whether we turn our eyes to the East, or to the Wes', or to the 
South, we cannot avcid being deeply impressed with the conviction, 
that the harvest truly is great, but the laborers are tew. At the 
same time, there is evidence which claims the most grateful recog- 
nition, that the Lord of the harvest is not uumindiul of the preseut 
spiritual wants of mankind. Besides our eight Missionaries, gone 
and now going to their scenes of labor, there are five who have of- 


* The Committee of Missions of the General Assembly appropriated annually oly 
500 doils. 
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fered themselves, with verv satisfactory testimonials, to be employed 
by this Board: Mr. Burr Baldwin whose health has been so much 
impaired, as to keep him back from active employment, but is at 
present in a hopeful state, two students at the Theological Semi- 
nary at Princeton, (N.J.) and two at Andover. Nor should it be 
overlooked, that the late remarkable effusions of the Holy Spirit on 
our Colleges, afford the animating hope, that not a few young men 
will be inclined soon to offer themselves for the service of God in 
the Gospel of his Son, both in our churches at home,and among 
the heathen abroad. 

The concerns of this Board are becoming from year to year more 
and more weighty, and the care, the labor, and the expense are 
proportionably increasing. The care and the labor must be ours, 
with humble reliance on the allsufficiency of God; for means of de- 
fraying the expense, we must chiefly depend under Providence on 
the liberality of the Christian public. This dependence, we have 
reason to believe, will not be in vain. Hitherto the annual sub- 
scriptions and occasional benefactions have exceeded our expendi- 
tures. There are at present in the different parts of our country 
more than thirty Auxiliary Societies, whose annual contributions 
have amounted on an average for four years past, to about five thous- 
and dollars. Besides these thereare about fifty female associations, 
formed under different names for the same purpose of supplying 
funds for this Board. The benefactions otherwise contributed dur- 
ing the last year amount to more than $5,000; and the proceeds of 
our funds at interest to about $660. The legacy of thirty thousand 
dollars, bequeathed by our benefactress of grateful memory, the 
late Mrs. Mary Norris, and held so long under perplexing and ex- 
pensive litigation, has at length been adjudged to the Trustees: 
and is now, with the deduction of the expenses of the suits, held by 
them, subject to the direction of the Board. This, if well invested, 
wilj constitute together with our other stocks a permanent fund, 
whose annual proceeds will be considerable. We have now, how- 
ever, eight Missionaries, instead of three, dependent on us for-sup- 
port. Our expenditures, therefore, for the year to come must be 
more than they have been in preceding years; and must Increase 
with every addition to the number of our missionaries, and to the 
extension of our operations. With this consideration, it is highly 
important, that the friends of Missions throughout the ¢ountry 
shouid be impressed; and what method should be adopted to make 
the due linpression, and turn it to the best account forthe security 
of a permanent supply of funds, may deserve the attentive consid- 
eration of the Board. 

Your Committee and all the members of this board are aware 
that there are other objects, besides those which eur institution 
directly contemplates, which demand and urgently demand, the 
charitable attention of the Christian. Domestic Missionary Soci - 
ties, Bible Societies, and Societies for aiding the education cf 
young men for the minisiry, Tract Seocietics. and Moral Societies, 

have ull of them objects of incalculeble importance, objects, which 
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we would by no means hinder, but by all means promote. These 
objects, indeed, together with ours, are all in their nature harmoni- 
ous and closely allied. The cause is one; and by all who are en. 
gaged in it, in whatever department, it should be sacredly regard- 
ed asone. There need be no jealousy, no interference; no other 
strife than to provoke one another unto love and good works. 
There need be no fear that any one of these objects will exhaust 
the liberality of individuals or of the community. We have a noble 
example before us. The several Societies in Great Britain, be. 
sides their home missions, employ not less than two hundred mis. 
sionaries abroad in different parts of the world. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society issues annualiy more than two hundred 
thousand Biblesand Testaments in various languages, and expends 
annually more than two hundred thousand dollars in promoting its 
great object in the four quarters of the globe. Besides the more 
magnificent institutions, there are in the same kingdom many oth- 
ers of similar spirit and of no inconsiderable consequence, among 
which isa Religious Tract Society. which circulates among dif- 
ferent nations and different languages, more than a million tracts 
in ayear. The contributions to those Societies, notwithstandin 
the incalculable expense of the wars in which that kingdom has been 
engaged, have from year to year been constantly increasing. In 
the last two years the annual receipts of the Church Missionary 
Society rose from about twelve thousand dollars to about fifty thous- 
and; and this with the other principle Missionary Societies are con- 
tinually receiving great accessions of strength and of resources, 
and continually extending their plans and their operations. <A sim- 
ilar spirit is rising in this country and by proper means may be ad- 
vanced to a proportionable activity and productiveness. Nor is 
there any danger that by this spirit of iiberality the com- 
munity will be impoverished. It is estimated that the total annual 
expenditures of all the Missionary and Bible Societies in England 
do not amount to the annual expense of supporting a single ship 
of the Jines What we have most to fear is, that the principle func- 
tionaries of the Board will not be able, with their other occupations, 
to bestow upon the continually accumulating business, that atten- 
tion which its augmenting importance will demand. In regard 
to this subject, however, as well as in regard to every other con- 
cern, pertaining to this institution, the wisdom of the Board will 
be exercised, under the direction of Him in whom all fulness 
dwells. 

This Report the Committee beg leave to submit, in the full con- 
fidence that the Board will perceive in it miany reasons of devout 
thakfulness to God, and many inducements to pursue our great 
ebject with unremitting zeal. Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. 
The work is in his hand, it depends for its success entirely upor 
his blesssing. 

SAMUEL WorceEsTER, Clerk of the P.C. 
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CORBAN SOCIETY, 


We have been favored by the directors of 
the Corban Society with their last annual 
report, which will enable us to state a few 
particulars. The directors begin with an 
affectionate tribute to the memory of a 
worthy and lamented member, Mrs. Du- 
ren. Her friendship, piety and benevo- 
lence, bad won the affections of her asso- 
ciates in the Corban Society; and over her 

rave, they deplore the loss of a sister and 
Rouk<ebk, in whora *fwere conspicuous, 
those virtues which ennoble the mind, and 
exalt the Christian character.” 

Mrs. Duren, before the society was 
formed, became intereste:t for the class 
of poor, whose wants it was to relieve, and 
when formed, unsolicited, gave in her 
name as a member. 

At its first meeting, she was unanimous- 
ly chosen its Treasurer; which office she 
accepted, but thought proper to resign it 
the next vear. She was soon after chosen 
Assistaut, and from that time to her 
death, she was ever an active, judicious, 
aod efficient member of the Board. 

“Many present,” say the Directors, 
‘fwill recollect with what persevering dil- 
igence she sought to aid aud encourage the 
establishment of religious and charitable 
institutions. Emulous of her example, 
may their exertions be always increasing 
for the promotion of the same supreme 
goodi—the henor and glory of God, that 
upon the records of this society may be 
found registered the names of those, who 
were as estimable and praiseworthy as our 
dear deceased friend. 

“On reviewing past mercies, the Board 
most gratefully acknowledge, that hither- 
40 the Lord has provided meaus of supply 
for every want they have known or antiet- 
pated. They are encouraged from expe- 
rience to depend on him, who ¢an dispose 
the hearts of his people, to coutinue their 
support for such benevolent purposes. 
Their treasury is a deposit, sacred to the 
use of the meritorious poor, for such as 
would rather suffer than ask for aid. 
Where can there be found more deserving 
obiects for the aid of Christian charity, 
than they who are devoting all their time 
an talents in the cause of Christ; in com- 
pliance with his sacred injunction, going 
forth as ambassadors, in his uame beseech- 
ing sinners to be reconciled unto God” 


Balance in the treasury at the com- 
mencement of the past year, in cach, (in- 
cluding the permanent find of H200 and 


A note on interest of 25) Blsh 65 
Ju articles of clothing 36 69 


Receipts the last year, in cash 272 39 


2n ‘hig 50 00 
Vou. XI 


Expenditures the past y ear, in cash 94 QO 
In clothing Zi8 76 


Balance now in the treasury, in 
eash, (permanent fund and note 
ineluded ) 235 77 
In clothing 44 20 


The present number of members is 
seventy one and the present number of 
subscribers twenty five. The number of 
members that have been admitted the last 
year is three. ‘Three members have withe 
drawn and five subseribers. Several have 
removed to distant places, and oue mem- 
ber has deceesed. 

The number of voung gentlemen that 
have bcen assisted by the society the last 
year, is twenty seven, During the four 
years past, the whole number that have 
been assisted, is ninety eight; of whom 
there are thirty seven now filling impart- 
ant stations in the church of Christ, at 
home and in foreign lands. 

Boston, Sept. 25, 1815. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE MEM- 
BERS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
AT THEIR TWENTY-FIRST GENERAL 
MEETING, LONDON, MAY 1), 1815. 


“THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD,’ intend. 
ing that the benefits of Redemption should 
be extended to sinners of every nation, 
enjoined his disciples, with his parting 
breath, to “go into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
But yet, after the lapse of almost eighteen 
centuries, there remain countries of vast, 
extent, the numerous millions of whose 
inh: abitants are in the same wretched state 
of ignorance aud vice as when the Apos- 
tolic commission was given. It is not oar 
business, at presefit, to inquire inte the 
eauses of this deplorable fact, bat it js our 
bounden duty, as the discipies of Christ, 
and the friends of man, to use our best 
endeavors for the further propagation ot 
the Gospel, and to extend as widely as 
possible the inestimable blessings of rev. 
elation to ali the buman race. This is the 
sole object of the Missionary Society, in 
pursuit of which it has been incessantly 
laboring for twenty years; and we are new 
once more assembled to take a view of 
our proceedings, and to adopt the best 
measures we gan devise to promote the 
future prosperity of the Lustitution. 

The Directors, henored with your gon. 
fidence by being eatrusted with the man- 
agement ‘of vour affairs for the past year, 
will now according to annual custom, 
presen it a brief account of their proceed 
ings during that period 
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SOCIETY TSLANDS IN THE SOUTH SEA. 

The information respecting the happy 
change of affairs in the Otaheitean mis- 
sion, which the Directors had the pleasure 
to announce in the lust Report, has been 
abundantly confirmed by letters of subse- 
vuentdate. Phe brethren,ina letter dated 
Sins 231 of April, 18 4, observe, that 
they are now able to change the language 
of complaint for that of gladness, they 
state that the good work of conversion ap- 
peared to be going forward; and that the 
number of those who had renounced their 
tJols, and desired to be considered as the 
worshippers of Jehovah, amounted to 
Firty. They report that these persons 
are, in general, regular i) cheir attendance 
on the means of instruction; that they are 
m the lbabit of retirement for seeret 
prayer; that many of them pray in. their 
families, and ask a blessing on their food; 
that they carefully observe the Sabbath, 
arsociate to hold meetings for prayer, and 
that their moral conduct is greatly improv- 
ed. Some of them appear to have expe- 
rienced an inward change, evineed by 
their loving what onee they hated, and 
hating the evi} ways which once they lov- 
ed; that they are desirous of having their 
sins pardoned, and their hearts renewed; 
and that they seem to be sensible of the 
need of Divine influence to effect this. 
They add, that in consequence of this 
profession, their neighbors deride them, 
and distinguish them by the name of Bu- 
ree Atua—“the praying people.” — In 
this pleasing intelligence every member 
of the Society will doubtless rejoice, and 
give glory to God. Heveafier, let no 
Missionary, in any age or country, how- 
ever long his patience may be tried, des- 
pair of final suceess. The word of God 
shall not retuen unto him void 

As yet, the brethren have not left the 
island of Eimeo, to return to Oteheite, 
nor has King Pomarre recovered his sov- 
ercign authority; but some persons of 
consequenee in Otaheite are among the 
professed converts. A_ chief, named 
Upaparn, avd his people, have removed 
from that island to Eimeo. to enjoy the 
instructions of the Missionaries; aud al- 
though he has been importuned by his 
friends to return to idolatry, he appears 
to be steady in his | rofession: he says that, 
his brother, Veirez, (another chief,) is 
hike minded with himself, and that a ereat 
munber of the people are desirous of in- 
sirnetion, indeed many of them, although 
t» their present disadvantage, have re- 
mored their residence to Eimeo. It is 
ydereing to notice among the converts .V/a- 
‘afupa, who was a priest and a principal 
Arevi. 


Nor is this disposition to receive the 
Gospel confined to Eimeo or to Otaheite. 
Mr. Nott, accompanied by Mr. Hayward, 
took a voyage to Huaheine, Raiatea, and 
Taha, preaching to the natives wherever 
they could collect them together, and 
were much pleased with their steady and 
fixed attention. At Huaheine they met 
with a young chief, who had been at Ei- 
mco, who treated them kindly, and ex- 
pressed a desire that Mi-sionaries might 
be sent to his island. tHe professes him- 
self a Christian, has cast off his gods, and 
observes the Sabbath. Indeed “the gods,” 
says Mr. Nott, ‘have fallen into great 
disrepute, and the people seruple not to 
call them bad spirits’ —‘foolish — spirits,’ 
while they acknowledge Jehovah to be the 
‘Good Spirit? ” 

The brethren are proceeding with the 
building of a small vessel, which, when 
completed, will enable them to visit other 
isiauds and greatly contribute to the ex- 
tension of their usefulness. 

A cireumstance of a singular nature has 
lately occurred: Captain Sir Thomas 
Staines, on the 7th of September, 1814, 
fell in with an island, which it is thought 
must be that named Pitcairn’s, (or near- 
nation,) where he found forty persons, all 
of whom could speak English, and whe 
proved to be the deseendants of part of 
the crew of the Bounty, who mutinied in 
the year 1798, aud who took the ship to 
this island, where it was destroyed The 
people had never seen a vessel since that 
time, except the American ship Topaz, 
Captain Folger, who touched there about 
six years ago. The people are reported 
to be moral and religious!y inelined, and 
are under the instruction of an old man, 
nemed John Adams, the only surviver 
the mutincers. The Directors of the So- 
ciety will consider what can be done for 
the spiritual benefit of these people, at 
present cut off from all intercourse with 
society. 

The Missionaries at Otaheite have very 
laudably engeged in translating a portion 
of the Scriptures into the language of the 
Natives, which they have printed at Port 
Jackson for dispersion among the island- 
ers. 

The pleasing change which has taker 
place in the Sout!: Sea missions, and the 
earnest request of the Missionaries, in- 
duced the Directors to determine on send- 
ing additional laborers to promote the 
promising work.—-T'wo brethren, Messrs. 
Shretkeld and Fillis, with their wives, are 
pearly ready to embark; but it is judge 
expedient to detain them a short time, tT 
they can be joined by two others. The 
brethren who are going are acquainted 
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with some useful arts, particularly with 
printing and gardening, together with 
some knowledge of medicine, and will be 
able, when they arrive at Otaheite, to 
print whatever may be wanted for the use 
of the mission, as well as to promote uth- 
er branches of civilization. 

And here it may not be improper to 
note, that some of the brethren who many 
ears ago left the mission at Otaheite, and 
settled in New Holland, have been very 
aseful in furthering the cause of religion 
jn that growing colony, either by prea h- 
ing the Gospel statedly, or by keepi g 
schools. It is pleasing to notice the estab- 
Jishment of a Philanthropic Society for the 
protection of strangers from the islands. 
And Mr. Shelly, formerly our Missiona- 
ry, has presented the Governor of New 
South Wales, (a gentleman who pro- 
motes every good work, and to whom our 
grateiul acknowledgments are due,) a me- 
morial on the subject of civilizing the na- 
tives, which his Excellency has forwarded 
to England for the consideration of his 
Majesty’s Government. In the mean 
time, Mr. Shelly is encouraged by Gov- 
ernor Macquarie to use his best eadcav. 
ors for that desirable purpose. 


JAVA 

The three foreign brethrer, the Rev. 
Messrs Kam, Supper, aud Bruckner, 
who embarked for Java at the close of 
the year 1813, arrived at Batavia on the 
26th of May, 1814. They were most 
kindly recsived by Rev. Dr. Ross, the 
venerable Dutch minister of the city, and 
introduecd by bim to his Excelleney Gov- 
ernor Rafles, who treated them in the 
most polite and condescending manner, 
and they had the pleasure of witnessing, 
soon after their arrival, in the Governor’s 
house, the establishment of an Auxiliary 
Bible Soviety, of which Mr Supper, one 
of the Missionaries, was appointed For- 
eign Seeretarv, 

Dr. Ross lost no time in disposing of 
the brethren, so that they might be use 
fully employed. Mr. Kam was direeted 
to Amboyna to olicate at the Datch 
church, while he is engaged in learning 
the Malay language, there being a eon- 
greg tion in that istand whieh understands 
no other tongue. Part of the island is in- 
habited by Chinese. 

Mr. Bruckner, another of the Mis- 
s‘onaries, is appointed minister of Sara- 
mang, Mr. Montanus, th: fr ner minis- 
ter, being incapacitated for labor by age. 
Mr. Bruckner will here apply himself te 
the language of ile country. 

Mr. Supper was earnestly requested 
by Dr. Ross to beeomne his colleague in 
the chureh, there b> ¢ far more ministe- 


rial daty than one minister is able to per- 
form.—Mr. Supper’s appointment, as 
well as that of the other breihren, was 
cordially approved by the Governo., who 
shewed hiuuself perfectly roady to forward 
the views of the Society. Mr. Kob- 
inson, a Bapt.st Missionary, of whom our 
brethren speak very respecttully, preaches 
every Sunday aflernooa in the same 
church, in th: Matay language. 

ihe feld of iavor ia Batavia, and 
throughout the island of saya, is execed. 
ingly large: “Oar nmiuber,”” sav the pres- 
ent Missionaries, “is lice the dust of the 
balane:;” ana they earnestly wish that 
more iaborers may be soon sent to their 
assistance. 

The Society cannot but rejoice in these 
favorabie events. ‘Phe safety of tueir 
voyage, their friendly ree -ptier, and 
their appointments to useial stations, in 
which (hey may exercise thei ainistry, 
while preparing for their special work 
anovg the feathen, cail for our devoat 
thanksgivings, 


MAURITIUS, OR ISLE OF FRANCE, 

Mr. Le Brus, who arrived ai the Isle 
of Frauce in June last, was received be 
his Excellency Governor Farquhar in a 
friendly manner, and the Society is winch 
indebted to that gentleman for his kin - 
ness shewn to our Missionaries. Soo. a 
ter his arrival, ‘ir. Le Braa was perinir- 
ted to announce, In the Government (ja. 
zette, ‘his intention of establishing a 
school for the instruction of those ehil- 
dren among the frenel whose parents 
could not afford the means 0° edoertios. 
He has since commenced aSanday schoo, 
for the children of both sexes, at diferent 
hours of the day, wnea several of the pa- 
rents attend, and seem pleased, especial y 
in joining to sing the Frenel hynains, 
which weve furnished to Mr. Le Senn at 
the Society’s expence. Moe. Le Bern 
takes every opportunity of eireulsting the 
Seviptures and Tracts, with whteh he was 
also plentifully sapplied. 

We must not owit to mention, thet 
some pious soldiers of the 7 do regaacnt 
have voluntarily contwibuted 334. to the 
funds of this Soeety, which Che Oleee: ors 
acknowledge with peeular Dleasure, as a 
proovof then coaaendabie zeal to tue 
part to their fcellow-men the bessings of 
the gospel whieh they have tearaed ta 
piize. 

The Governor haviog expressed his 
eas est eee ta promote a mission t9 
the island of Madssasear, the Dircetors 
huve resolve! to conmence that work as 
soon as proper instruments can bs obtaini- 
ed, with which they hope soon to be fur. 
nisheod ( Uo be cuntinued ) 
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EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The American Society for educating 
Pious Youth for the Gospel Ministry wet, 
according to previous appointment, on 
Thursday, the 26th ulé. at the Vestry of 
Park Street Chureh, in Boston, for the 
purpose of being organized. A very re- 
spectable number of members, from Bos. 
ton and several other towns, attended. 
As the object is transeendently important, 
the Society thought it advisable that the 
organization shouk! be deferred to an ad- 
journed meeting, whieh is to be held for 
that purpose, at the same place, on Thars- 
day, the 7th of December, at 10 o'clock, 
A.M. As several benefactions were econ- 
munieated to the meeting, a Treasurer 
pro tem. was chosen. A very interesting 
fetter was communicated trom some un- 
known person, supplicating the blessing of 
God upon the Society, and enclosing a fifty 
doliar bill, which the writer styled Ais 
mite. 

In the evening, a very appropriate and 
powerful sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Dr. Pearson, of Andover, from Rom. 
x, 17; Faith cometh by hearing. After 
the serindn a colleetion was made for the 
benefit of the Society. 

It is expeeted that a sermon will be 
preached before the Soeiety, on the even- 
ing of Dee. 7th, at Park Street Church, by 
the Rev. Mr. Bates, of Dedham; after 
which a collection will be made for the 
same benevolent object. In the mean 
time, benetactions may be communicated 
to Jzxemian Evans, the Treasurer, pro 
tem. through the post oifice, or by leaving 
them at the bookstores of 8S. T. Arm- 
strong, or Cummings and Hilliard, Corn- 


hill. 


DONATIONS 10 THE AWERICAN 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Oct. 4. £815. From the Newell 

Society in the north parish of 

Bridgewater, by Mrs. Charity 

Jones, the Preasurer, remitted 

by the Rev. Daniel Huntington, $35 70 
6. From eight young persons; 

viz. Robert Haskins Rebeeca 

€°. Haskins, Thomas Haskins, and 

Pin be R. Haskins, Almira Ham- 

tin, Danforth: Jewett, and Sarah 

Cuming, $i each, 8 00 
7. From the Fema'e Cent So- 5 

ciety in Concord, (Ver.) remitted 

by Mrs. Sarah FL Wilbatms, the 

Secretary, to the Rev. Joseph 

Lee, 10 00 


Carried forward §55 70. 


Brought forward $53 76 
9. From Miss Polly Ware, of 
Conway, (Mass.) by the Rev. 
James Richards, 1 00 
From Miss Betsey Carleton, of 
Lyndeborough, (N. H.) by Mr. 
Richards, 3 00 
tt. Fromthe Femate Cent So- 
ciety in Stoddard, (N. 1.) by the 
Rev. Isaae Robinson, 11 37 
From Mrs. Hiram Jehnson, of 
Hopkinton, (N. ¥.) by the Rev. 
James Johnson, 2 00 
rom Miss Sally Johnson, of 
Poisdam, (N. Y.) by Mr. John- 
son, t 00 
From the Fereign Mission So- 
ciety of Wiscasset and the vicini- 
ty, tor a mission to the west, 50 00 
14. From a lady in Litchfield 
South Farms, the avails of orna- 
ments formerly worn, 5 00 
From the Rev. Heman tum- 
phrey, of Fairfield, (Con.) by 
Mr. Meigs, 5 00 
From sundry persons in Wes- 
ton, (Con.) by the Rev. B. C. 


Meigs, 5 00 
16. From a lady in Newbury- 

port, by Mr. S. Tenney, 2 00 
Krom three young men in 

Woodbury, (Con.) by the Rey. 

B.C. Meigs, 3 00 
19. Froma young friendtothe ~ 

cause of the Redeemer, 10 00 
20. From an unknown person, 

put into the letter box, 2 00 


25. From associated females in 
Charlestown, by the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, 8 3t 
25. From female friends to mis- 
sious in the Rev. Oliver Cobb’s 
Society, In Rochester, remitted 
to the Rev. Dr. Morse, by Mr. 
Jesse Haskel, S11 50 
From Mr. Seth Haskel, 2 00 
From Mr. James Kug- 


gles, 1 50 
From Mr. Wilham Rug- 
les, 1 0 


From Mr. Jesse Haskel, 5 00—-21 90 
26. From Mrs. Alice Wild, 

by the Rev. R.S. Storrs, of 

Braintree, $5 00 
From an unknown person | CO——6 00 
From Mr. Flnathan Stroug, of 

Hardwick, ( Ver.) 5 OF. 
From the Religious Charitable 

Society in the county of Wovces- 

ter, by the Rev. Joseph Goffe, 

the Treasurer, 110 00 
27. From a friend to missions, 

by the Rev. Dr. Woods, of An- 

dover, 4 00 


-—_—__-—o 


Carried forward $3508 3 
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Brought forward $308 38 

From the Female Cent 

Society for missionsin Row- 

ley, by Mrs. Harriet A. 

‘Yucker, the President; 

viz. for foreign missions, $22 - 

for missions to the west, I—23 00 
From a peor woman, for bn 

translations, by the Rev. J. W. 

‘Tucker, 50 





$331 88 

N. B. We have received from donors 

several letters, from which we propose 
hereafter to give extracts. 


DEPARTURE OF THE MISSIONARIES, 


Tue Rev. James Ricuarps, jun. Dan- 
rEL Poor, Horatio Barpweti, BenJa- 
min C. Meigs, with their wives, and the 
Rev. Evwarp WARREN, missionaries to 
the east, sailed from Newburyport, on 
Monday, 23d of Oct. on board the brig 
Dryad, Capt. Buffinton, for the island of 
Cryton. ‘The day was very pleasant. A 
large concourse of people assembled on the 
wharf at which the vessel lay, and On the 
adjoining wharves, and at other places 
which commanded a near view ofthe scene. 
The de¢k of the vessel was filted with vis- 
iiors, mostly females, the particular 
friends of the missionaries, assembled to 
bid them a final farewell. The time ap- 
proaching when it would be necessary for 
the vessel to avail herself of the tide, be- 


tween 1 and 2 o'clock, P. M. the Rey. Dr. 


Spring addressed the throne of grace. 
The utmost stillness and solemnity per- 
vaded the attentive multitude. A mission- 
ary farewell hymn was then sung to the 
tune of Old Hundred. Many were deep- 
ly affected and bathed in tears. After the 
hymn, the visitors on deck immediately 
stepped on shore; the brig teft the whart, 
spread her sails to the breeze, and quietly 
entered on her course, followed by the 
gaze of many deeply interested spectators. 
The continual fair winds that prevailed for 
several days afterwards, accompanied by 
clear weather, bore her pleasantly, we 
doubt not, far on her destined way. We 
commend the little company and their 
floating mansion, to the guidance and pro- 
tection of the Head of the Church, whose 
providence extends even fo the sparrow 
and lily, who maketh the clouds his chariot 
and walketh upon the wings of the wind. 

Christians, friends of missions, they go 
as dimoners of your bounty. They have 
left fathers and mothers, houses and lands 
for the service of Christ, aud to bear your 
offering of love to the gentiles. They go 
as your messengers, to say among the 
benighted heathen, that Gud reigneth on 
a throne of grace, reconeileable to the 
guilty. Let the breath of prayer, then, 
speed them on their voyage. Let thei 
share, while on their embassy of love, an 
affectionate remembrance in your inter- 

cessions and your alms. God grant that 
they may be faithful in delivering their 
message, that many Asiatics may welcome 
it with faith, aud come at last with them te 
the heavenly Zion, with everlasting jouw 
upon their heads. 


OBITUARY. 


DrED, in Middleborough ( Mass.) the Rev. 
Josivn Barker, aged 64; formerly a rep- 
resentative to Congress. 

In London, on the 7th of July, by sui- 
cide, SamukL Wairaretar, Esq. aged 5f, 
a celebrated leader of the opposition in the 
British House of Commons. 

At Kettering, (Eng.) on Lord’s dar, 
7th of May last, the Rev. Anprew 
Freiuer, D. D. The Christian world have 
long been acquainted with Dr. Fuller, as 
a tian of piety, a zealous friend of missions, 
and an able theological writer. He was 
one of the mest active of the few Baptist 
Clergyman, who formed, m 1792, “the 
Baptis Society for Propagating the Gos- 
pel among the Heathen; and continucd 
to be its Seeretary, trom its formation til 
his death. He lived to see this small So- 
mety rise to importance; its friends numer- 


ous, its funds eularged, its missionarics 
many, its effeets extensive in diffusing the 
knowledge of salvation among heathe 
souls in India. His Gospei its own VW it~ 
ness, Gospel Worthy ot all Acecptation, 
- reg inistic and Seeinian Systems Compa 
, Memoirs of Pearce, and other useful 
Wi sitings, have been read very extensively 
and by them, though dead, he will continu: 
to speak to the conscienees of thousands 
At Broxbourne, in Herttordsturc. 
Hnogland,) on the Sth of Februar 
i the distinguished friend of mu - 
~—9 the Rev. Chacnius Bucuawas, 
b). The following notice ot bis dea . 
is even in the Misson tary Regi ster. ©) 
had removed thither, (10 Broxbo urne ) toi 


soine time, from Yorkshire; in order to su - 


permtend an edition oithe Syrise New Tes- 
tumcnt for the use Of the Syviaa Chiistians. 
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“Dr. Buchanan brought from India an 
enfeebled constitution. His exertions in 
that couvtrv were zreater than Le could 
sustain without injury But the activity 
and energy of his mind sever forsook hisa 

“In his character were united remark- 
able simplicity, great comprehension aud 
grasp of miad, with the warmth and glow 
of genius; and these qualities were all 
sanctified by Divine Grace, and directed 
to the promotion of Christ’s Kingdom 
among men,with a boldness and fortitude, 
under difficult cireumstances, the success 
of which will endear his memory to gen- 
erations yet unborn. 

**\We allude, in particular, to his per- 
sonal investigation of the moral and re- 
ligious state of our fellow-subjects in Lidia; 
the courage with which, in the face of 
enmity and contumelies, he unfolded to 
the nation the scenes which he had wit- 
nessed; and the promptitude and ability 
with which he triumphantly defended his 
representations betore the highest tribunal 
of his country, India will never forget 
her obligations to him. ‘To the latest age, 
her sons will name him with veneration 
and love. 

**We have before us a letter from In- 
dia, which bears a strong attestation on 
this subject. ‘‘As Il am aware,” says the 
writer, “that it is the wish and endeavor 
of many to discredit Dr. Buchanan’s ac- 
count of India, and particularly I believe 
of the abominations o: Juggernaut, [ en- 
close areport of this year’s festival, insert- 
ed in all our Madras Newspapers from 
the Caleutta Papers. India is under 
unspeakabie obligations to Dr. Buchanan; 
and England too, | think, will soon very 

enerally acknowledge it, and redeem its 
am aus it has its Atrican character. 
Dr. i3.’s late Charge to the ‘!issionaries 
(Norton and Greenwood,) is so very cor- 
rect, so admirably appropria.e, that L hope 
it will be a STANDING CHARGE to every 
Missionary coming to India.” 

‘His early historygs not less interest- 
ing than his more public and active life; as 
it marks very distinctly, the over-ruling 
hand of Providence preparing him for that 
station of eminence which he occupied for 
many years. 

“The works of Dr. Buchanan, we have 
reason to hope, will be collected, and pub- 
lished in a handsome edition; which 
will be enriched, we hope, with Memoirs 
of his Lite, and a view ot his Character. 

‘Sie was called away from his labors 
without much previous warning. On the 
eveuing Of the 9th instant he complained 
of internal pain. Medical assistance was 
sent for; and he retired to rest, apparently 
better, about ten o’elock. His servant 
giso retired; but, feeling some anxiety re- 
specling his master, and being on the 
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wateh in the next room, he was disturbed 
by a no'se about eleven o’clock. .He found 
Dr Buchanan with his hand on his for. 
head, complaining that he was much 
worse. ‘The servant immediately went in 
search of his medical attendant but, be- 
fore he returned, his master had breathed 
his last. 

‘Dr. Buchanan was twice married, and 
survived both his wives. By his first lady 
he has left two daughters, of sixteen and 
fourteen years of age. 

** he preamble to Dr. Buchanan’s Will, 
with a sight of which we have been favor. 
ed, is so expressive of the simplicity and 
piety of his mind, and conveys so clear a 
testimony of his dying faith, that we are 
sure it will much interest our readers. 

J}, Claudius Buchanan, of Little: Ouse. 
bourne, make this my last Will and ‘Pes- 
tament. | commit my soul and body to 
Jesus Christ the Savio- of lost sinners, of 
which sinners I am one—the chief of sin- 
ners; but L trust | have obtained merey; 
and i look for eternal salvation through 
the obedience of Christ unto death, even 
the death of the Gross. I account the 
Origin of my salvation to be the love of 
God the Father, who loved my soni io 
Christ its Head, before the foundation of 
the world. I renounce all works as a 
claim of merit. All my works have been 
mixed and sullied with sin and imperfec- 
tion. Whatsoever has been acceptable to 
God is his own, even the work of the 
lioly Spirit; itis not mine. Glory be to 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
for ever and ever. Amen.” 

At Wilmingion,( Del.) on the 6th July, 
the Hon. James A. Bavaun, one of the 
late American Commissioners at Ghent, 

At Guilford, (Con.) the Rev. HuipaLet 
Lester, aged 87. 

At his seat near Georgetown, the Hon, 
Puitie Barton Key, aged 58, formerly 
a member of Congress from Maryland. 

At Nashvilie, (Ten.) Joun Direxinson, 
Esq. aged 35, an eminent lawyer, a na- 
tive of Charlestown (N. ri) He was 
graduated at Dartmouth College in the 
year 1797. 

At Dalton, on the 25th of August, Car- 
VIN Waxzno, Esq. Counsellor at law, 
aged 55. He was graduated at Dartmouth 
College, in the year 178>. 

In Boston, the Rey. Joun Murray, 
senior pastor of the first Universal Socie- 
ty, in the 75th year of his age. 

In New York, the Rt Rev. Samven 
Prevost, D. D. Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State ot N.Y. 
aged 73. 

At New Haven, the Rev. AAnroy 
CibaveLann, aged 71, furmerly of Nor- 
wich; for many years a missionary in the 
western country, 
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At Enfield, (Con.) on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, the Rev. Nenemian Proeppen, 
in the 66th year of his age, and the 38d 
of his ministry. 

In Boston, on the 27th of October 
1814, Mr. Joan Hasxins, aged 86. He 
sustained the character of a kind husband, 
the affectionate parent—or an honest man 
and usetul citizen. In youth he possessed 
so firm a belief in the Christian religion, 


as happily influenced his conversation 
and conduct through life. He has lett bis 
friends with the hope he has excha:.ged 
this sorrowful state for that *‘rest which 
remaineth for the people of God.” 

itis worthy of notice, he ieft a widow 
with whom he lived more than sixty one 
years—and thirtcen children. There was 
Hol an instance of mortality in his family 
for more than fifty years, 


POETRY. 


For the Panoplist. 


A tribute to the memory of the late Jon- 
athan Sewall Buck, whodied at Bucks- 
town, Maine, Sept. 28, 1816, aged 20 
years and 4 months. 


The reader will find memoirs of this young 
gentlemen in the Panoplist for 1815, 
p. 433. Ep. 


S*****! T callthee by that grateful 

name, 

Oft on the lips of parents, kindred, friends, 

To thee, to them, familiar; where art 
thou? 

We lately heard thy voice, and saw thee 
here, 

The still, the studious, the endearing 
youth, 

Just turned of twenty. Not like thy eom- 
peers 

Tn age and place,aroused with vain delights, 

The fashions, follies, the alluring snares, 

Pastimes and pleasures of a giddy world: 

But evlm and serious, with familiar friends, 

Tho’ cheerful, never gay. ‘Tho’ much in- 

deed 

©f pensive mind, retiring from the world, 

Yet vever dark and gloomy. Oft we saw 

The psalms of David, and the heavenly 
songs 

Of themeful Watts, and oft the page divine 

Of God’s unerring word, before thee 
spread. 

These were thy dearest themes; ponder- 
ing on these, 

And richly storing memory’s fruitful cell 

With their blest contents; this was thy 
delight. 

Thy pastime this, the self-imposed employ 

Ofthy best leisure, and thy happiest hours. 

So dwells the busy bee on vernal bloom 

Extracting sweets nectareous; these she 
tastes 

With lively relish, while she sips, and 
bears 

The rich exuberance to her waxen dome. 

Like her, we saw thee on the flowers of 
truth 


And heavenly wisdom, busy, not in vain. 
With strong, retentive memory, O how 
blest! 
A memory stored with heavenly themes 
how rich! 
Of joy resulting and of peace, how full! 
Frail was the tenement which held che 
soul 
So ripe for glory. Pale disease within, 
Lurking in secret, fast consumed the 
strength 
Of life’s fair pillars, till the building fell, 
All that was mortal, hidden in the grave, 
Lies, dust to dust returning. Let it lie 
Safe in the care of Him who gave it form, 
Till the last trump shall wake the slun.- 
bering dead. 
But where art thou? O whither art thou 
fled, 
Immortal tenant of the fallen dome? 
Borne on the wings ot joyful hope we trace 
Lhy happy flight to regions far beyond 
The hi:hest radiance of the solar blaze, 
Angels thy convoy to the realms of bliss, 
Angels aud saints await thive entrance 
there, 
And hail thee welcome to the realms of 
love. 
Led now by kindred souls before tie 
throne, 
Where sits in glory He, who here below 
Was muci thy theme, and mueh thy ham- 
ble trust, 
Much thine example, much the cb ect 
dear 
Of thy best love, whose blood was all thy 
hope, 
For pardon and acceptance, and whae 
name 
Was much adored, bis word with joy 
obeyed, 
The great Immanuel! low before his feet 
With reverence falling—eestasy within, 
And love supreme enkindle at the view 
Of such transcendent glory, burn and glow 
With holy flame, and muke thy bliss com- 
plete. 
With angels now, and spirits of the just, 
In love made perfect, miugling—with 
swert voice, 
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And tuneful harp, thy lasting songs com- 
mence, 
Olt here below in friendly cirele sung 
Morning and evening, tho’ in humble 
surains, 
‘Tocheer the hour of prayer; transplanted 
now 
‘To animmortal choir, raised and refined, 
Jnspiving transports which on transports 
rise : 
Thro’the long reign of never ending years. 
S*****. farewell! 
Bereaved, afflicted friends, 
f give you joy! With all the mingling grief, 
“Lis joy superior to resign a friend, 
A sou, a brother, with such hopes as these, 
Which bloom within you. Parents, would 
you meet 
Your dearest charge in glery? Let your 
care 
Constant, assiduous, be to form their minds 
"Tocvery virtue. Sisters, would you hail 
A brother, late beloved, in realms of bliss? 
Like hira be serious; sacrifice the charms 
Of this vain world, not for want of taste 
‘To relish pleasure, bat supremely pleased 
With joys etherial, such as angels love. 
Surviving brothers, would you join your 
songs, 
On some day future, with the pious praise 
Of your departed friend? Mark then his 
steps; 
Where Jesus led the way, with cheerful 
feet 
The bright example follow; be like him 
Humble and prayerful, and like him de- 
light 
‘To know the seriptures, in whose every 
page, 
7 rom heaven inspired, a heavenly wisdom 
dwells, 
Children and youth! Ye numerous cheer- 
ful train, 
Who throng the village schools, who give 
delight 
Around the social liearth,the growing hope 
Of friends and parents, let the sarning 
voice 
Of one who loves you, be with deference 
heard. ; 
Know that your life’s a vapour; ’tis a bud 
Fresh in the morning, full in bloom at 
noon, 
Withered at night, and scattered on the 
ground. 
Know that your natures are defiled with 
Sith; 
ilence the wild wauderings of your early 
days, 
Your wide departure from the ways of 
God;. 
And hence your danger of an awful doom. 
Gareless you sport upon the very brink 
Of death eternal. Will you dare to risk 
So vast a run for the empty boon 








43f earth’s vain pleasures for a fleeting day? 


Deny yourselves of every sinful sweet; 
Resist the devil and defeat his wiles; 
By faith gain victory o’er a tempting world 
Feel your own weakness, feelthe need of 
grace; 
Repair to Jesus; with a broken heart 
Roll your yast burden on him, he'll sus- 
tain 
The dreadful weight of all your crimson 
sins, 
And give your debt a free and fall dis- 
charge. 
Then grow in grace; in all that’s good and 
great 
With years advancing, dear to all the 
saints, 
Beloved of God, a wise and holy seed, 
Ripening for glory, pleasant here belew, 
Prepared ere long to launch irom earth 
and time, 
And tury an ocean of eternal joy. 
Parents and guardians! Deign to give 
your charge 
A kind example; let them learn of you 
To reverence virtue, and to walk with 
God. 
Soon you must leave them to perform 
their part, 
By you unaided. Be you then at rest 
In heavenly mansions—O what joy to 
meet 
The long succession of your heirs below, 
Made heirs of Ged, and with the Son of 
God 
Heirs to a kingdom, which will never fail. 
J. F. 
July 17.1814. 
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N. Wittrts has issued a Prospectus of 8 
Newspaper to be called the Recorper, to 
commence on the first Wednesday of Jan- 
uary next, to be published weekly, and to 
be conducted on a new plan. The great 
characteristic of the proposed paper is, 
that it will contain ampie accounts of Bi- 
ble Societies, Missionary Societies, &c. &e. 
and will second all the efforts to execute 
the laws, and to suppress and discounte- 
nance vice. The design of the paper is 
thus summed up: On the whole, it will 
be the constant aim of the Conductors to 
make their Newspaper such a publication 
as an intelligent Christian, in any of the 
walks of lite, would wish to receive.” 
Though a great part of the contemplated 
paper will be occupied with religious in- 
telligence, yet the Conductors say, that ‘it 
is not intended nor desired by them to in- 
terfere with or diminish the circulation of 
Religious Magazines.” 

S. Etheridge, jun. has just received the 
fitth volume of Culmet and proposes put- 
ting iL.t9 press. 











